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those possessions in various parts of the world. This war has
already emphasized such forgotten facts of geography as, for
instance, that there is a natural unit}-7 between all the lands
bordering on the Indian Ocean, and that full economic^efficiency
can only be gained by increasing their interdependence. The
further industrialization of India, or of any other Asiatic country,
will inevitably lead to still closer links with neighbouring
territories, and a relatively looser connection with Europe.
And the east coast lands of Africa, too, it should be noted,
border the Indian Ocean, not the Atlantic. Regional planning
and regional administration would seem to be indicated by
economics and geography alike.

This war has also made it grimly plain that the problem of
Empire defence can only be successfully solved if the hitherto
subject peoples are given grounds for believing that their own
future welfare is guaranteed by the maintenance of the British
connection; in short, that they are permitted to win, and exercise,
their freedom.

Again, if Britain's connection with her colonial territories in
Africa, the Caribbean, or the Pacific is to continue, the eighteenth
century conception which regarded colonies as sources of raw
material serving the needs of the "mother" country will have to
give place, in their case as assuredly as in the case of the countries
where white men have settled, to a recognition of equality; and,
until such time as Africans or Polynesians are fully capable of
controlling and running the machinery of twentieth century
civilization for themselves, to the acceptance of responsibility
by Britain for ensuring the development of their territories
primarily in the immediate interest, and for the immediate
benefit, of their inhabitants,

Now, if anything is crystal clear it is that such development
cannot be carried through if the profit motive which, as we have
seen, has been the basic factor in the growth of Britain's empire
is still to dominate Britain's relations with the colonial countries.
To prevent that, ""administration" must take on a far wider
meaning than it has hitherto possessed. To "keep the ring"